Tuff Country’s Newest Chevy IFS Lift
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@  determined to stay on the ground.

ricate a set of 4-inches-wider-than-stock wbular A-arms
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| =E FirsTTIME THE OR STAFF TEST-

DROVE NISSAN'S FIRST ENTRY INTO THE
FULLSIZE TRUCK MARKET, THE TITAN, WE

HAD THE SAME RESERVATIONS THAT MOST

FOLKS DID, QUR QUESTIONS ABOUT HORSEPOWER,
TOWING CAPACITY, STYLING, FIT, AND FINISH WERE
SQUASHED, HOWEVER, THE MOMENT WE GOT BE-
HIND THE WHEEL OF THE ALL-NEW PICKUP. THE
POWER WAS THERE TN SPADES. THE TRANSMISSION
SHIFTED 50 SMOOTHIY, WE DIDN'T EVEN FEEL IT
MOVE FROM FIRST TO SECOND GEAR, AND WE'LL BE
DAMNED 1F IT WASN'T A GREAT-LOOKING TRUCK,
The next ohvious questions were how good would
ane of these bad boys work off-road, and what would
the truck look like with a smart lift and a big set of
donuts. CST Performance Suspension in Riverside,
California, gave us our first real dose of Titan offroad
action shortly afier last year's SEMA convention with
its as-vet-unreleased long-travel suspension system
and styling changes for its R&D mule. The truck
looked the part of a real off:road warrior and indeed
performed accordingly. In fact, it's probably the first
bolt-on suspension system that has ever made this
editor think about buying a new truck just so he could
install a new suspension. It's that good. Mo malter how
big the whoop, table top, or rut owner Chris Robinson
railed the truck through, the BFGs were bound and

The reason for the spectacular suspension action
is C5T's commitment to R&D and tuning. The Titan's
independent front suspension and considerable frame
and body dimensions gave CST plenty of room to fab-

with provisions for not only a 2.5-inch Fox Racing Shox
coilover, but alse a triple bypass damper. The upper and
lower arms are built from DOM tubing and are con-
nected via a set of fabricated lift spindles that pivat on






spherical bearings, The combination provides
super-plush suspension action, 8.5 inches of
lift, and t4 inches of suspension travel. While
touting big numbers does nothing, watching
this truck rip across the desert drives home the
point that this setup works,

The rear suspension is much simpler. The
crew at CST fabricated the bedcage in a matter
of hours, adding upper mounting locations for
another pair of Fox 2.5-inch-diameter, 16-inch-
stroke triple bypass dampers. A new multileaf
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spring pack from Deaver locates the rearend,
giving it plenty of bump and droop action.

The rest of this ride is just a5 cool as
the underpinnings. Starbucks Customs of
Riverside, California, kicked down the slick
paintjob. Glassworks Unlimited provided the
flared fiberglass fenders, and Wired for Sound
of Murrieta, California, did right by the interior.
Az with the full-custom prerunner-style vehi-
cles that have already rolled out of the CST
facility, this one kicks butt and takes names. or
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