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ghimd (he scenes of the afiermarket Industrvs singe largest annual medsa event, the SEMA convention, lies & dark,

mevstarous. and often msundersiood world af vehicle cusiomizatan. Very few peopée are privy 10 the ysteria (had 2608 in

umon shop owners, fabricators, body shoos. and every siher type of tuck bulder once surmmear has ended. The madness
of prepaning dermo vehicles for the SEMA shaw hits diznding levels during the month of October as shops frantically try to kedp
pace with the unending requests for wark 1o be completed bafore Hallowsen. SEMA usually takes place dunng the Tist week af
Movermber, and i you are top af the gama, you've already built yoir dama vichicle Befare them OF course. the best of Imtentions oon k
always pet @ treck together without dvine inlervention, Such is the case with Sling Blade, John Tondno's ‘02 Chevy 2500MD Crew Ciab
pickup. Remarkably, John didn't even st wrenching on this truck until four weehs prior fo the 2002 SEMA convention. Alihough he
decided at the kst possible moment, with his truck 50 percent complebed. to nol cul &ny Cormers and pass up e opportunity 1o
displpy his creation &t SEVMA, what he accomplished can S8 be considened a small miracia.
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i e al beg BT thet wpper shads haops e the o
seapaniar bm cheamoky Subing . The haop preveds

pesirity v p Loy by ook wadl Curetly
Favgae Fom 10 reasranir dampary.

Johin casefially plosmed oan all of the upgrades and modificatens be
exvisinned for his tnack and then comméssioned Rick Wandersort to
render a drawing of the fimished product. With drawing in hand, john

dropped his HD off 21 C5T Performance Suspensions. Using jobin's

truck 35 Its canwas, the orew from CST peototyped an [FS that weould 1ift
his truck g mmches throagh the use of -:Irnp-.'!n.'rn.n bracketry. An addtional
& tnches of veriscal height adnstment was gatied afer C5T installed
itz 4-imch lift apirdles, and re-indexing the torsion hars adusters pro-
videdd 3 more inches of alfihade. |n toial, the modibcations e [otin's
trieck 86 inches of i and did so0 with superdimable uniballs monied
i cushoan upper contred armes and fohe's oen shock hoops, which made
a home for Fox 2.0 reservair dampers

AL this paimt, i :'r.l_g_hr FUrsE thie et order ol uismess wowkd
have been io tackle the rear sispension upgrades. In a perfiec) warld,
that would have been true, but the rush to beat the SEMA, dock misani
fohan weould have to get the mack paimied ned. And so he left his rock
i the capatile hands af Doug Sarbuck, owner of Starside Design in
Riveraide, Califorris Denyg was ghes twe weeks o woek s paiet mnd
by mapic and came through with fhying colors, Chevy's HT-Series

triscks boke agyreave and refined :r.|;,i|l fraim (ke fl.l.'lur:.'. &0 :JJ.'ln;.:
irn the body of fobn's track wasn't necessary. Instead, Doug chese o
shave the sake pnr]rl hiales i the bed and oorcentrate on h'.ﬂr.gn:hlm
the flawless black. metallic silver, and Vichory Red hues, Once Doug wea
finilshed speaying the new pasnthoh, Rick Yandervor was apped to
pirstripe the rew paintjob, Three weeks into October, John ook back
his possession and wasied no time in getting in work

Back inside the confines af his shop, [T Advanced Suspensians,
et dizassermiblad thie bottarm half of the truck so the chassis oould be
[:.imrd.'l'hr CET IFS lift knt was sent ouf o be poraendemoaied sifes




& juhs desigred s fibngaed fe sesutiu whibos
et Lnk and the irwer ladder bari. The whihboss ghots
st vty el ensds wehile ihe Ladder Bany ey an
Dciria beshargs

Im the maeantime. |ohn set about tabricating the rear tHiLTe Gkl TG The

casics! rouie io SEMA would've meani retainang the facory lesd spring

suspension Lhat located the rearend urder the trud. Easy, yes, bul noi

trick enosgh for Johe's tastes. The nest 20 hours out of [ohn's life were

spent fahricating a wishbane-type link sysiem made fream 1-5/8-inch
chromoly tubing. Another sef of custom link bars was then maled to
ihe rearend, but not before |chn spent & ir smount of tne tussing

it forr lateral siwerggih. To suspend the rear of the truck and damp the

& Tha msssarity ol fronsesd U7 can be credited (o the C57
Flach drop down cradie, Thin beacty Ly Beih e umps
arad bivwei! (TR 2iTRS Wil pereptt 1t hpmeriiy, sed
ks gtrut by ke e crodke bedsd Frmly in plice.
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& Wit ik Thet Larsd Thres i s @ el of 200 etafied bnin
@ ol of innkybles under o e Ineck? The wgei-amng.
MHMMMMHMHHU'
Wiscelin Hres in chueck during off-read logging.

& To bl whalever ilsise he fefl Uie dishing ssd, jon
Iruteasy Bve M corpearale 1 d-Boll mamad with 1-5/3-nm
chrowraly [ubierg and thes sdded risnm moniy for
1%-inch Fex dusl rate colioeeny

suspersion, [ohn once again went with Fox ghocks, this time using
a 3. yinch-diametes, 16-inch trave] milower duo moumted outtide off
the framerails

With SEMA looming large om the horizon, [obn crossed off several
eniee days [rom the lendar and realized there was only 3 week lefi
kil the comention. There was nothing lefl to do bt lock himes
and his Friends imside the shop and pet busy, For fee straighn days the
crew wrenched an the mighty HD, reinutalling the freshiy paired
suspension pieces and a huge set of 20-imch Weld Evo Velooty nmd
and 165 Bafiao Michelin X tires, The suspension and paintjoh were
diaded-in, but as we all know, pou can't jisst bring a half-buih tack o
SEMA Wiith the clock Bcking, the crew removed dhie bed From the
chassis and corered the ioside and botioon with Line X spray-m
bedlires. The siock grille was replaced with 3 [] Motorsports Blade
grille and APC provided Euro Bghting Bxtures 5t all comers of the
trsck. Empire Motorsports provided billet HID emilems and a Chery
Bow The erriblem a5 well as a host of billet dash accessories. When
the =|:n;|-.|ru|r r|1'||'r|"1||'d. the calendar BV TIMaOT {hat SEMA was the
follormimy day, |ohn knew he was dose to having the truck fimiahied, bist

rather than bring ot his rig in amything les than a fnshed s@ie, be
] = ¥

wisely tnld everyome tn go home and get some much-deserved seep,
Adfter all, there was alwys next year and that would ghve a guy like him

erough time to build at kst 1 more awesome trucks Q
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